
Reading Comprehension
Read the text and answer the questions.

Name: ______________

The Oldest Person

In the picturesque town of Verona, Italy, lives the world's oldest person, Maria Rossi, 

who recently celebrated her 120th birthday surrounded by family and well-wishers. 

Maria, affectionately known as Nonna Maria by her extensive family, has become a 

symbol of longevity, resilience, and the joy of a well-lived life.

Born in 1904, Maria has witnessed the turn of the century, two world wars, and 

countless technological advancements. When asked about the secret to her long and 

healthy life, Maria chuckled and shared her simple philosophy: "A life filled with love, 

laughter, and pasta!" Maria attributes her longevity to a diet rich in fresh vegetables, 

olive oil, and of course, homemade pasta - a staple in Italian cuisine.

The town of Verona came together to celebrate Maria's milestone birthday, organizing 

a grand party in her honor. Local officials presented her with a key to the city, 

recognizing her as a living treasure and an inspiration to generations.

Maria, a widow for many years, is the matriarch of a large and loving family. She has 

seven children, twenty-two grandchildren, and an astonishing forty-five great-

grandchildren. Her family describes her as the glue that binds them together, with her 

wisdom, warmth, and tales of a bygone era.

Reflecting on her long and fulfilling life, Maria shared, "Family is everything. The love we 

give and receive is what makes life truly meaningful." Her children and grandchildren 

organized a touching tribute, compiling a scrapbook of memories, photos, and 

heartfelt messages from family members spanning multiple generations.

As the world marvels at Maria's longevity, she remains a testament to the importance 

of love, laughter, and a bowl of hearty pasta in a life well-lived.



Name: ______________

1. How old is Maria Rossi? 

__________________________________________________________

2. Where does Maria live?  

__________________________________________________________

3. What does Maria believe has contributed to her long life?  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4. How many children and grandchildren does Maria have? 

__________________________________________________________

5. What did the town of Verona do to celebrate Maria's birthday? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

6. What do you think of Maria? Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Reading Comprehension
Read the text and answer the questions.

The Oldest Person



Answers

1. How old is Maria Rossi? Maria is 120 years old.

2. Where does Maria live? Maria lives in Verona, Italy.

3. What does Maria believe has contributed to her long life? Maria 

attributes her longevity to a diet rich in fresh vegetables, olive oil, 

and homemade pasta.

4. How many children and grandchildren does Maria have? Maria 

has seven children, twenty-two grandchildren, and forty-five 

great-grandchildren.

5. What did the town of Verona do to celebrate Maria's birthday? 

The town of Verona organized a grand party in Maria's honor, 

and local officials presented her with a key to the city to 

recognize her as a living treasure.

6. What do you think of Maria? Explain your answer. Answers will 

vary.

Reading Comprehension
Read the text and answer the questions.
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